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Being 13 – 
friends, family 
and support 
With the support of Mirabel, my 
grandson has settled and he’s 
beginning to thrive, enjoying his 
life like any other young boy.
My grandson came back last night  
from a weekend away with Julz and 
Dan. He was so happy and relaxed 
when he jumped into the car, bursting 
to tell me about his weekend and all  
the adventures he had with the other 
boys. Thank you so very much,  
Mirabel – my grand-boy was able to 
experience a weekend that I would 
never have been able to give him. 

It has taken a number of years for  
this little man to overcome what he 
had been through. He and I have been 
given guidance and encouragement 
by everyone at Mirabel, and they’ve 
managed to keep me sane on more 
than one occasion. 

Love to all the staff at Mirabel and  
to all the Mirabel carers.

Faye is a full-time carer for her 
13-year-old grandson. 

Mirabel is currently supporting over 
1500 children who have been orphaned 
or abandoned due to parental drug  
use. Mirabel’s vision is that every  
child has a childhood filled with love, 
hope and belonging. 

Highlights
•  Forty-three children and carers had a great day at our Shepparton 

Family Fun Day. Families travelled from a number of rural areas and 
enjoyed the opportunity to meet and chat to other members of the 
Mirabel community over a barbecue lunch.

•  Ten excited boys aged between 8 and 12 attended the weekend-
long Mirabel Mini Camp in Marysville. The boys had a fun-filled day 
at Lake Mountain, tobogganing and building a giant snowman,  
and they also enjoyed learning about Australian animals on a visit  
to Healesville Sanctuary.

•  Nineteen children attended the NSW Mega Camp at Vision Valley in 
Arcadia. The weather was perfect and the children absolutely loved 
the water slide and playing in the pool. The camp was jam-packed 
with fun activities including canoeing, high ropes courses, a disco 
and a night bushwalk. 

Ten years with Mirabel
‘Thinking back over the last 10 years, it is amazing  
to see how things have changed at Mirabel.’  
Elizabeth, Mirabel Advocacy & Family Support 
The core of the work we do hasn’t 
changed, but the impact of what  
we achieve has certainly expanded. 

Many Mirabel stories focus on the 
children and carers, but there is  
another part of Mirabel to be 
recognised. In the welfare sector, 
including government, non-government 
and associated research departments, 
Mirabel is seen as a ‘best practice’ 
model for kinship care.  
We acknowledge that illicit drug use by 
one family member affects the whole 
family, particularly children and other 
close relatives. Mirabel’s philosophy is 
that ‘every child deserves a childhood’, 
but to support these children we 
need to support their carer as well. 

This is a critical difference between 
Mirabel and the wider sector, and it is 
this supportive approach that makes 
Mirabel a family-friendly organisation. 

The personal approach that families 
receive from Mirabel staff has been  
a perfect fit with my own style. I take 
great pride in advocating for families 
on a broad level and welcome Mirabel’s 
approach to improving outcomes for 
kinship families while finding ways  
to break the cycle of illicit drug use. 
I’ve been very proud to represent 
Mirabel families in a wide variety  
of forums, aiming to contribute to  
a better understanding of the difficult 
circumstances that kinship families  
face each day.



Cheques payable to: 
THE MIRABEL FOUNDATION Inc

PO Box 1320, St Kilda South, 
Victoria 3182

mirabel@mirabelfoundation.org.au

phone: (03) 9527 9422

fax: (03) 9527 9466

www.mirabelfoundation.org.au

www.facebook.com/MirabelFoundation.au 
www.instagram.com/mirabelfoundation 
twitter.com/MirabelFndation 
www.youtube.com/TheMirabelFoundation

I would like to support the Mirabel Foundation
Here is my/our donation  
(Please complete this form then mail/fax to Mirabel)

 $25    $50  $120   $200  $_______ my/our choice

Sponsor a Child for a year’s extra curricular activities   $100 per month  

 Cheque  Money Order  Visa   Bankcard  Mastercard  AMEX

                    Expiry Date:     /       

Name on Card:  ________________________ Signature:  _____________________________

Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss      Full Name: __________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________ Postcode: _________

Phone: H: ___________________ W: ___________________ Email: _____________________

All donations over $2 are tax deductible          ABN 22 926 759 458

Raising funds for Mirabel 
*Future Generation Investment Company (FGX)  
is donating 1% of its assets per year to Australian charities 
that focus on children at risk. Mirabel is fortunate to be  
one of the chosen charities to receive a portion of the $1.64 
million donation. This generous donation will go towards 
Mirabel’s Toddler to Teen Program – Improving the Future  
for Mirabel Young People. 

*The Media Federation Australia Awards charity partner 
UN LTD nominated Mirabel as its focus charity for 2015. 
Entrants for the NGEN category of the awards were asked  
to propose a media strategy for Mirabel that will enable us  
to extend our reach beyond our current supporter base and, 
in the process, educate the Australian public on the issue  
of children affected by drug addiction and overdose.  
The entry fees for this category were donated to Mirabel.

*With over 1500 children’s birthday presents to send out 
each year, we’re always looking for donations of small gifts 
or vouchers so please get in touch if you can help! For more 
information, to donate or to purchase a $25 gift voucher,  
visit www.mirabelfoundation.org.au/get-involved/shop.

Please contact us to find out more about our upcoming 
events or visit our website. 

If you would like to receive our newsletter via email please 
contact us at mirabel@mirabelfoundation.org.au.
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